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Blanket Project Warms
Hearts of Children

On February 24th, eighteen members of the Junior
League of Oakland-East Bay, Inc. (JLOEB) and Jo Molz
of Blankets for Kids gathered at CALICO to make fleece
blankets for our children. Another 30 members
assembled blankets at home and donated them to the
project. In total, the JLOEB brightened CALICO’s office
by creating and donating over 350 blankets. The
blankets are essential in creating a comfortable space to
put children at ease during a difficult time. The
assortment of patterns and colors add warmth to the
office and the children light up when they are given a
blanket to take home with them. Thanks to JLOEB
members for their ongoing dedication and support!
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2007 marks CALICO’s tenth year of aiding abused children in Alameda
County. Since 1997, over 5,000 young victims have been welcomed into a
/(f (/ /’(//// / comfortable, child-friendly space where trained, compassionate staff sat

down with each child to hear what happened. Dozens of agency partners
now work together to make informed decisions about how best to keep these
children safe and help them heal. Through CALICO'’s leadership, and the
dedication of our many partners and supporters, the needs of young victims
are now front and center of our county’s response to child abuse. Together,
we are making a difference in the lives of abused children!

New Services Launched

In April 2006, CALICO hired our first Family Resource
Specialist, Allison "Ruby" Reid-Cunningham. As FRS,
Ruby spent the last year developing and launching new
services to support the families of children who come to
CALICO. Ruby works one-on-one with each caregiver to:

- Answer questions, address concerns and provide a
supportive attentive ear throughout a difficult and
confusing process;

- Provide information about programs and services,
particularly counseling, that their child and family may
need to move forward and heal from the abuse; and

- Connect their family to the county’s Victim-Witness
Assistance program, which provides financial resources
for counseling and an advocate who offers vital support
throughout the legal process.

Our family support services are based on the premise
that one of the best ways to support abused children is to
support their caregivers. Sadly, Ruby will be leaving
CALICO in May to conduct dissertation research in
Croatia. We thank Ruby for the compassion and energy
she brought to her work and for creating a new initiative
that will serve families for years to come.

"..you have no idea how comforting it was,
finding ourselves in CALICO's capable hands."
-Parent of CALICO client




CALICO & Partners Recommit
to Aid Abused Children

CALICO hosted our 10th Anniversary Leadership
Breakfast on February 1st at the Alameda County Family
Justice Center (the site of CALICQO’s Oakland satellite
office). The event was an opportunity to celebrate the
significant changes made in child abuse investigations
over the past ten years. The leaders of over a dozen
agencies — including District Attorney Tom Orloff, Social
Services Director Chet Hewitt, Sheriff Greg Ahern, Police
Chiefs Walter Tibbet (Alameda), Michael McQuiston
(Albany), Douglas Hambleton (Berkeley), Janeith Glenn-
Davis (Cal State-East Bay), Gary Thuman (Dublin), Ray
Samuels (Newark), Wayne Tucker (Oakland), Michael
Fraser (Pleasanton), and Greg Stewart (Union City), Dr.
James Crawford of Children's Hospital and Research
Center of Oakland, and Fred Gill of Community Care
Licensing — publicly reaffirmed their commitment to
CALICO’s multi-disciplinary model to aid abused children
in Alameda County. Dozens of donors and special guests
attended the ceremony which was a powerful testimony to
the value of CALICO services and the strength of the
partnerships that have grown on behalf of abused children
in Alameda County.

Save the Date!

Our 2007 annual collaborative training will be held
Thursday, September 20th at the Marina Community
Center, San Leandro. Join over one-hundred
colleagues, including police officers, social workers,
medical staff, lawyers, mental health professionals and
others, to learn about best practices in child abuse
response. E-mail calicomain@ yahoo.com to be added
to the mailing list.

"CALICO was there for our family during the
hardest days of our lives. We will always
remember how much you cared, and how
much you helped us."

-Parent of CALICO client

Board Transitions

In 2006 we said goodbye to two Board Members,
Margaret Walker, retired Pediatrician from Kaiser, and
Vic Morris, Executive Director of First Tee of Contra
Costa County. We thank them for their years of valuable
service to CALICO!

Welcome to our three newest board members:

Amy Boxer

Amy owns Welcome Home Furniture Rental and
Staging, providing staging services for home sellers and
realtors. Amy has considerable expertise planning
events and contributed her skills to our successful 2006
fundraiser. For the last three years Amy has been a
volunteer at Circle of Care, a support center for families
facing trauma and loss and for kids who have lost one or
both parents.

Tara Desautels

Tara is an attorney with Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
LLP in San Francisco. An expert in the field of child
sexual abuse investigations, Tara previously served
close to eight years as an Alameda County Deputy
District Attorney and for the last two and a half years as
a member of the child sexual assault vertical
prosecution team. Starting in June, Tara will begin her
first term as President of the CALICO Board.

Todd Ruggiero

Todd is a real estate entrepreneur and former Special
Counsel for Sprint/Nextel where he negotiated the
company's sports and entertainment deals. Todd is
putting his marketing and entertainment background to
use at CALICO by increasing community awareness of
our services. He recently returned from a sabbatical in
southern Africa, India and the Middle East.




Sharing Pieces of Gold

On November 16th, CALICO hosted our 9th annual
collaborative training, “Pieces of Gold,” at the Marina
Community Center in San Leandro. Attendance was at
record levels — 140 professionals, representing a range
of disciplines including law enforcement, child welfare,
mental health, medical/public health, and legal services.
John E.B. Myers, law professor at University of the
Pacific, gave the keynote address, which surveyed the
latest research on child abuse investigations. As always,
the event served as an opportunity for county leaders
and experts to share “nuggets” of information. This year,
the speakers highlighted three partnerships that have
emerged to serve the growing number of children in
Alameda County whose abuse has not historically been
recognized or addressed, including:

Sexually Exploited Minors

Det. Jim Salida and Nola Brantley shared the challenges
and successes investigating cases of human trafficking
and sexual exploitation and providing services that can
help young women onto a new path. (see Nola’s related
article, "Sexually Exploited Minors in Alameda County")

Drug-Endangered Children

As Capt. Eskridge of the Sheriff’s Office explained, the
health of children living in homes where drugs are used,
manufactured and sold is significantly at risk. These so-
called drug-endangered children (DECs) can
inadvertently ingest airborne substances that settle on
home surfaces, and many test positive for drugs.
Because these children are at higher risk of sexual or
physical abuse or neglect, CALICO is one of a dozen
agencies that are working together to intervene on their
behalf.

Children Witnessing Domestic Violence

Did you know that a child is 15 times more likely to be
abused if s/he’s living in a home where there's domestic
violence? Or that just witnessing domestic violence can
put a toddler at risk for psychological harm lasting for
decades? Assistant District Attorney Karen Meredith
highlighted new efforts in Alameda County to intervene
when children are living in homes in which domestic
violence occurs. A new county protocol is in the works,
which we hope to see adopted county-wide in 2007.

The training was also an opportunity to present Sheriff
Charlie Plummer, who retired in January, with a teddy
bear and award thanking him “for his generosity, his
steadfast support of CALICO, and his tireless
commitment to keeping children safe” Thank you Sheriff
Plummer for a decade of partnership with CALICO!

Thanks for a Fantastic Fall
Fundraiser!

On October 23rd, CALICO hosted its 3rd Annual One
Child at a Time Fundraiser at the Rotunda Building in
downtown Oakland. Approximately 135 people shared an
evening in support of CALICO — they enjoyed wine and
hors d’oeuvres, folded an origami crane as part of our
“LISTEN" community art project, heard from children’s
book author Elisa Kleven who read and displayed artwork
from one of her books, and learned about CALICO
services from county leaders and a young woman who
benefited from them when she was sixteen. Thanks to
our many sponsors and donors who made the evening a
success — together we raised over $15,000 through ticket
sales, donations and a raffle to support vital services for
abused children in Alameda County.

Fall Fundraiser Donors!

Role Model Sponsors ($1,000+)

Con-Cise Contact Lens Lalime's

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP Landmark Theatre

Tiger Trading Corp. Int. Nancy LaRose

Jill and Stephen Chambers Stephanie Lynch & the Victim-
Witness Assistance Division

Calvin McElroy

Mezze Restaurant & Bar

Erica Neuman, Impact Bay Area

Caregiver Sponsor ($500)
Earl & Rosalinda Rupp

In-Kind Donations Bertha Nevarez
Aquarium of the Bay Qakland A's
At Printing Pavé Fine Jewelry Design

B Restaurant
Berkeley Rep

Pyramid Breweries
San Francisco Street Artists:

Berkeley YMCA

Bette's Oceanview Diner
Bud Field Aviation
California Canoe and Kayak
Renee Carolla

Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines
Element Shirts

Arlene and lan Elizabeth
The Fat Lady

Garibaldi's

Girl Scout Troop #2760

Mike Addario

Ava Austin

Eduardo Guzman
Emine Keskin
Sharon MacDougall
Madeline Marrow
Tad Sky

The Special Concept
Edward Steneck
Virginia Travers

Hal Wahlborg

Jewelry by strip. Gillian Servais

Jodo Siena Hotel & Spa
Marcia Kerwit Phil Tagami
Kinkaid's Kunzom Thaluri
Elisa Kleven Tootsies

La Méditerranée WINE Bar




GUEST COLUMN

Sexually Exploited Minors in Alameda County

By Nola Brantley, Scotlan Center and M.|.S.S.S.E.Y.

The issue of the sexual exploitation of minors, which is
commonly (and improperly) referred to as teen or child
prostitution, has reached epidemic proportions in Northern
California. Over the last two years, the number of sexually
exploited minors (SEMs) has increased, while the age of
youth targeted for victimization continues to decrease.
Several factors have contributed to this growing problem,
including response systems that are uncoordinated,
increasing violence towards sexually exploited minors, gaps
in SEM-specific services, and relaxed enforcement or
absence of adequate laws to protect children who are
victims. In addition, in Northern California, SEMs are most
often dependents of the state Child Welfare System and have
run away from a court-appointed foster care or group home
placement. Inappropriate placements, where SEMs do not
receive the specialized care and attention they need, can
contribute to the problem.

In response to the growing
epidemic of SEMs in Alameda
County, SEM-specific services have
been developed and funded.

There are many laws in place to protect SEMs. Most of these
laws fall under child abuse or other victim laws.

Unfortunately, due to the absence of a law that would permit
law enforcement to detain a SEM as a victim for more than
48 hours, most SEMs are arrested on criminal charges in
order to get them off the street. Consequently, they are often
not offered the services available to them as victims of child
abuse. Currently there is great need for legislation that will
protect this very vulnerable population of children.

In response to the growing epidemic of SEMs in Alameda
County, SEM-specific services have been developed and
funded. Three community-based organizations are providing
SEM-specific advocacy/case management through the
Sexually and Commercially Exploited Youth/Safe Place
Alternative (SACEY/SPA) program funded, in part, by the City
of Oakland Measure Y voter initiative. Additionally a healing,
transition and recovery drop-in center for SEMs opened in
April 2007 at the Alameda County Family Justice Center, and
several community-based organizations that were previously
doing general street outreach are now focusing street
outreach specifically on SEMs. Finally, many of the major
public systems within the county are beginning to work with
the SACEY/SPA program around developing SEM-specific
protocol within their systems.

As further response to the growing epidemic of
sexually exploited children and the lack of appropriate
services, placement options and laws pertaining to
SEMs, four young women (including the author) have
established MISSSEY, Inc. to work exclusively on this
issue and provide direct services to SEMs throughout
Northern California. MISSSEY, Inc. plans to open its
doors July 1, 2007. You can learn more about
MISSSEY and the work being done around sexually
exploited youth, especially in the form of child/teen
prostitution, by visiting www.misssey.org. MISSSEY,
Inc. is very excited to announce a SEM crisis hotline,
which will be up and running April 2007, 1-888-
4MISSSEY.

"The information learned during
interviews often provides vital leads for
the Detectives assigned to the Juvenile
Division. Qur Department views the
assistance of CALICO as an essential part
of the investigation of child abuse cases."

-Chief Joseph W. Kitchen

San Leandro Police Department

(Retired)




Many Thanks to our Generous 2006 Supporters!

Community Organizations:

AGF Ambassadors at Tilden Park
Golf Course

Albany Peace Officers Association

Albertson's

Hayward Police Officers' Association

MNewark Police Assoclation

Optimist Club of San Leandro

Piedment Police Officers Association

Pleasanten Pelice Officers Charitable
Foundation

Union City Police Officers Association

Foundations/Grants:

Bernard E. and Alba Witkin
Charitable Foundation

Blue Shield of California Foundation

Charles Schwab Foundation

Children's Support League of the
East Bay

Eden Township Healthcare District

Greater Bay Bank

Hedge Funds Care

In-N-Qut Burger Foundation

National Children's Alliance

Pete Stark Foundation

Spight Family Foundation

Taproot Foundation

Target

The Clorox Company

The Thomas J, Long Foundation

Tiger Trading Corp. Int.

Western Regienal Child Advocacy
Center

Y&H Scda Foundation

Government:

Alameda County District Attorney's
Office

Alameda County Sheriff's Office

Alameda County Sccial Services
Agency

Alameda Police Department

Albany Police Department

BART Police Department

Berkeley Police Department

City of San Leandro, Department of
Human Services

Dublin Police Services

East Bay Regional Parks District
Police Department

Emeryville Police Department

Every Child Counts

Fremont Police Department

Hayward Police Department

Livermore Police Department

Newark Police Department

Oakland Police Department

Piedmont Police Department

Pleasanton Police Department

San Leandro Police Department

Union City Police Department

University of California Berkeley
Campus Police

Individuals:

Joanna Adler

Jess Alexander

Dale Amaral

Hen. Carl and Margo Anderson
William B. Andrade
James Argalas

Douglas M. Arnstein
Linda Avila

Vic Bacigalupi

Lt. Pete Ballew

Thoemas Barni

Jake Bassett

Shara and Ben Beltramo
Lynne and Paul Berlin
Marcia Blackstock
Steven and Susan Boranian
Victoria Borzileri

Linda Bowen

Amy and Doug Boxer
Cheryl Brasil

Jesse and Laren Brill

John Brouhard

Patricia Ann Brouillette

Myrtle Brown

David Bruzzone

Jill Buck

Richard Burge

Robert and Theresa Stetson Burke

Rick Callaway

Peter Calthorpe

Connie Campbell

John and Renee Carolla

Jill and Stephen Chambers

Howard Cheung

Mary Kay and Michael John Clauser

Gay Plair Cobb

Lois Conway

Mary Jo Cook, in honor of Karen
Meredith

Jose Corona

William B. Hirsch and Elizabeth B.
Crabtree Fund

Allisen Crapo

Deori Craft, in honor of Amy Boxer

Dr. James Crawford

John Creighton

Maurice Cunningham

Jack and Theresa Dane

Mark Dang

Hon. Beverly Daniels-Greenberg

ltana Debare

Marc Desautels

Tara Desautels

Ann Diem

Sgt. Dan Donevan

Mary Pat Dooley

Jon Drake

Dave Driscoll

Jean Driscoll

Marion Edwards

David and Ginny Eldridge, Royal
Neighbors of America

Jill M. Ellis

Cathy Finney, in honor of Melinda Hayes
and Boydine Hall

Sarah Flanagan

Tara M. Flanagan

Dr. Darlene Fong

James and Susan Fousekis, in honor of
Amy Boxer

Hon. Delbert and Dons Gee

Theresa Gibbons

Susan Gildea

Ruth E. Gonzer

Hon. Larry and Patricia Goodman

Mary Gordon

Shelly Gordon

Det, Jesse Grant

Surlene Grant

Mary Jane Gross

Lisa Greenberg

Barbara and Karl Gwiasda

Susan Gwiasda

Victoria Gwiasda

Rita Hayes

Kevin Held

Kenneth J. Herring

Kasie Hildenbrand

Marcia A. Hodges

Greg and Vanora Hoff

Toshi Hoo

Allisen Harton

Rubin Huerta

Phillip Hunter, in memory of Joy Walton

Kevin lkuma

Michele Jacobucei

Martin Jakubiak

John Jermanis

Bonnie Johnson

Jovon Johnson

Venus Johnson

Alma and Gordon Jones

Susan Jones

Sgt. James Kelly

Colin T. Kemp

Alson and Martha Kemp

The following donated to CALICO between January 1 and December 31, 2006

Harold Kitzmann

Jill Klinge

Carolyn and Robert Knapp

James Knudsen

Catherine H. Kobal

Edward and Karen Koijane

Cathy Krinsky

Lyn Krinsky

Melissa Krum

Tanya Kudriaviseff

Sally Landis

Cece and Richard Langs

Andrew Lanphere

Kay Lantow

Janice Larson

Lloyd Lavagetto

Linda Lazzareschi

James Lee

Rino and Susan Lee

Christopher Lehman

David Lewis

Julie Liesch

Joel Linderoth

Mare A. Lising

Erin Loback

Mayor Janet Lockhart

Suzette Logan

Rachel Lozana

Jeff and Donna Lynch

Maureen Macmanus-Desautels

Lesli MacNeil, in honor of Maureen
Lenchan, Dena Oisen and Mary Jane
de Luchi

Jennifer Madden

Naney Mancini

Janet Manfield

Sheila Mariani

Stephen Markowitz, in honor of Richard
Langs’ birthday

Carol Marlin

Krista Martin

Eric Masamori

Sandra Mathews

Tim May, Rental Housing Owners Assoc.

John W. McComas

MNancy McCormick

Colleen McMahon

James McWilliams

Jenifer Mello

Karen Meredith

Kimberly Meredith

Jean and Peter Meredith

Joan Mullen, in memary of John and
Susanne

Susan C. Muriel, in honor of Karen
Meredilh

Sarah Murphy

Erica Neuman

Bhir Niranjan

Bruce and Risa Nye

Michael O'Connor

Richard Odgers

Kristy Olson

Tom Orloff

Monica R. Criega

Amparo and Tony Ozuna

Sarah Pastron

Richard Pello

Paul Peng

Stephanie Persi

Donna Peterson

Charles Plummer

Paul and Pamela Laurich Polione

Alejandro Ponce De Leon

John Poppas

Jeremy and Steve Potash, in
appreciation of Richard Langs

Abby and Tim Quirk

Sandra Quist

Catharine J. Ralph

Heather Raney

Chief Lisa Ravazza

Allison “Ruby* Reid-Cunningham

Ginni Ring

Bernadette Ricrdan

David Rosenthal

R. Andrew Ross

Nina Ruebner

Susan Ruggiero

Todd Ruggiera

Earl and Rosalinda Rupp

James P. Russo, DDS

Kelli Sage

Muriel Sampson, in memory of Joy
Walton

Alyce Sandbach

Joseph and Rilia Sander

Linda Sanderson, in honer of Samuel L.
Jones, Sr.

Janine Saperstein

Dr. Denald Sarver

Daveed Schwartz

Carol Schilling

Lorilei Self

Gillian Servais

Suzie Sharron

Jon Shinde

Wendy Shipnuck

Jeremy Shull

Kathy Siegel

Barbara Soong

Anthony R, Souza, Jr.

Hon. Julia Spain

Dori and Peter Sproul

Darryl Stallworth

David R. Stein

Max and Roberta Streimer

Candace Strother

Jamie L. Summers

Commissioner L. Themas Surh

MNobuya Takahashi

Gloria Taylor

Tracey Taylar

Kim Tejada

Blair Thomas

John Tobin

Susan Torrence

Chief Wayne Tucker

Joanna Uribe

Catherine Vieramo

M. Daniel Wald

Mike Wanless

Janet Weaver

Laurl Weiner

Mike White

Tasia Wiggins

Diana Williams, San Leandro Garden
Club

Catherine Wong

Sara Wood-Kraft

Molly Woodward

Margarel T. Wrightson

Maya E. Ynostroza

Julius O, Young

In-Kind Donations:

Boy Scout Troop 11

Bread Workshop

Cal State University East Bay

Davini & Jones

Armida Dixon

Eagle Scout Troop 792

East Bay Heritage Quilters

Vic Entrikin, Stepping Stones Growth
Center

Greg and Vee Hoff

Eugene Hong, Sinopac Security

Alma and Gordon Jones

Krispy Kreme

Sue Kuipers, Christ's Community
Church

Marina Community Center

Beth Medeiros, Good News Bears

Miraglia Catering & Event Planning

Jo Molz, Blankets for Kids

Plankenhorn & Nelan

San Leandro Kiwanis Club

Jim and Teri Sonksen

StarOTech, Joyce Starosciak

Keith W. Stiver

Mardee R. Strom

UPEC Council Na. 1




CALICO Center

Child Abuse, Listening,
Interviewing and Coordination Center

524 Estudillo Avenue
San Leandro, CA 94577
Phone (510) 895-0702
Fax: (510) 895-0706
calicocenter@yahoo.com
www.calicocenter.org

10° YEARS
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CALICO Board of Directors

Paul Peng, President

Earl W. Rupp, Vice President
Richard Langs, Secretary/Treasurer
Amy Boxer

Tara Desautels

David Lewis

Eric G. Masamori

Todd Ruggerio

CALICO Staff

Victoria Gwiasda, Executive Director
Karen Meredith, Sr. Deputy District Attorney
Elena Arnstein, Office Manager
Marcia Kerwit, Office Manager
Bertha Nevarez, Program Coordinator /

Child Interview Specialist
Kristy Brodeur Dermody, Child Interview Specialist
Vivica Hall, Child Interview Specialist
Catherine Jamison, Child Interview Specialist
Amparo Ozuna, Child Interview Specialist
Valerie Mayweather, Bookkeeper

Celebrating 7
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Mark Your Calendars:
CALICO Turns Ten

CALICO will host a birthday party on July 21st, 6:00-9:00
p.m. to celebrate our 10 years of service. Come enjoy
chocolate, wine, hors d'oeuvres and a raffle and hear
from special guest, Senator Barbara Boxer.

Looking Ahead

As we enter our next decade of service, CALICO will
have a new look in more ways than one. We are
delighted to announce that CALICO received a $28,200
Every Child Counts Capital Improvement Grant. With
these funds, we are making much-needed improvements
to our San Leandro facility. New paint, carpeting and
furniture will brighten the office and make CALICO a
more comfortable space for children and their families.
Also in 2007, CALICO will have a virtual facelift — an
enhanced website (www.calicocenter.org) is coming
soon, featuring our new logo, more information about our
services and child abuse, and ways to support the work
we do.




